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{INTRODUCTION

The purpose of this report is to describe the archeologi-
cal remains found during the excavation of the Northwest Com—
pany's Post at Grand Portage, Minnesota by the Minnesota His-
torical Society in 1936~1937. These excavations were sponsored
by the U. S. Indian Service as a Civilian conservation Corps
project for the purpose of providing work for local residents.
Historical values were incidental, and funds were not provided
for a full scale interpretation of these archeological excava-
tions. A brief report was made on the 1936-37 excavations by
Ralph D. Brown, who had supervised them, but his report was
preliminary in nature and is not sufficient for present day
interpretative needs. Brown's report is superseded by the pre-
sent paper.

In the present report, the site is described, archeologi-
cal field work summarized, structural remains described, and
an analysis of the artifacts recovered is presented. A narra-
tive form of presentation is used and conclusions are drawn

vhen the data were adequate for this purpose. Throughout the
present report, efforts were made to provide as complete an in-

terpretation as possible. || Obviously, all available information

is highly important in terms of the planned reconstruction of

the palisades in the near future, and other contemplated



developmgnt of this unique historic site by the National Park
Service.

buring the preparation of this report, there have been
many problems. The chief problem has been the incomplete nature
of the available data. Some excavation notes are incomplete
or missing, and the artifacts were in a disorderly condition.
It was necessary to prepare an elaborate series of maps to in-
terpret the variety of excavation controls used and the numer—
ous excavations made during the two field seasons at the site.

Grand Portage was well known in its day, but there are
no adequate written descriptions of it at hand today. No con-
temporary maps or illustrations of the site are available.
Therefore, all possible archeological evidence becomes vital
for interpretative purposes. Obviously, almost the full bur-
den of interpretation of the structures at the site will fall
upon archeology.'l

There remain many unexcavated areas within the stock-
ade enclosure and there is also the possibility of re-excavat-
ing some structural sites to provide fuller data for a more
complete interpretation of theﬁ, aé well as-the complex "east
gate area".

Funds for the preparation of this report were provided

by the National Park Service under NPS Purchase orders 32~NPS-436
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